
Never too Small, Never too Old: Luther’s Small Catechism 

 
Historical Context 
1516— 

  1517— 

    1521— 

      1525— 

        1526— 

          1528— 

            1529— 

              1530— 

 

Contents of Catechism: Six Chief Parts 
I.   

II.   

III.   

IV.   

V.   

VI.   

Describe how Luther arranged the different 
parts?  Is this helpful?  Would you have done it 
differently? 

 
 
Style of Catechism 

kathce,w—katecho—to sound again, to teach  

 
 
Luther on the Importance of the Catechism 

 
“For none do I acknowledge as really my books, except perhaps The Bondage of the Will and 
the Catechism.”  
 [For some perspective:  Of what has been translated into English, there are about 55 volumes 
(about 25,000 pages), that cost $1,632.30 +tax] 

 
“This catechism is preaching for children, or, the Bible of the laity, which serves the plain 
people.  Whoever, then, does not know these things, and is unable to recite them and 
understand them, cannot be considered a Christian.” 

 
“Those who are unwilling to learn it should be told that they deny Christ and are no Christians; 
neither should they be admitted to the Sacraments, accepted as sponsors at Baptism, nor 
exercise any part of Christian liberty.” 

 
 
Resources: 

 http://itunes.csl.edu/  
o (Then “Download” if you don’t have iTunes, then “Visit”.  Once you’re there, scroll down to 

“Lutheran Doctrine.”  There you click on “Conversations on the Catechism” and/or 
“Lutheran Confessions” 

 www.CPH.org 
o You can find lots of different editions of the catechism to meet various needs 
o The Lord Will Answer—a daily devotional for the whole year, based on the Small Catechism 

 *Currently only $5.00, while supplies last (regularly $19.99) 

 Lutheran Service Book—321 and following 
 
 

http://www.cph.org/


 


